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Abstract
This excerpt is an important chapter from a rare book on Kampil titled Kampil Kalp, originally authored

by Dr. Jyotiprasad Jain. Kampil (also known as Kampilya) holds profound historical, cultural, and
religious significance in Indian literature and Jain tradition. Recognized as the ancient capital of the
Panchal region, Kampil is closely associated with the birth and spiritual journey of the 13th
Tirthankara, Lord Vimalnath, and has been referenced extensively across Jain, Buddhist, and
Brahmanical texts. The city is celebrated for its five auspicious events (Panchkalyanak) and revered as
Shukara Kshetra due to the boar emblem of Lord Vimalnath. Prominent historical figures such as King
Drupad, Queen Draupadi, and several Jain scholars and merchants are linked to Kampil, reflecting its
rich socio-political and religious heritage. Archaeological findings, including ancient idols and
inscriptions, attest to the city s importance as a thriving pilgrimage site since ancient times. Renowned
scholars and poets have documented Kampil s spiritual prominence, and its temples continue to attract
devotees, hosting traditional fairs and ceremonies annually. Kampil's legacy endures as a sacred center
of Jain worship and Indian cultural history, underscoring its lasting impact on the region s religious
and literary landscape.

Keywords: Kampil (Kampilya), Jain Tirthankara Vimalnath, Panchal region, Panchkalyanak (Five

Auspicious Events), Jain pilgrimage site.

The identification of Kampil®, the ancient metropolis of India, is made with the present-day
village named Kampil located in the Kayamganj Tehsil of Farrukhabad district in Uttar
Pradesh. It is about 8 kilometers from the Kayamganj railway station, situated beside a paved

road. At one time, the flow of the Ganges river used to pass near this place.
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! In literature, the name forms of Kampil include Kampilnagar, Kampilpur, Kampill, Kampillpuri, Kampila, etc.,
and its alternative names are Makandi and Pakhalpuri or Panchalpuri. In the Mahabharata (Adi Parva 128.73) and
the Jain Harivanshapuran (35.120), Kampil is mentioned by the name Makandi.
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Kampil was the capital of the Panchal country (region, province, or kingdom) for a long time.
The name Kampil is associated with many ancient narratives of Indian religion and culture, as
well as historical personalities and events. For this reason, references to this city and region are
found in the literature of all three traditions: Jain, Buddhist, and Brahminical.

In the Yajurveda (23, 18), the name forms Kampilnagar, Kampilpur, Kampill, Kampillpuri,
Kampila, etc., appear. Its alternate names include Makandi and Pakhalpuri or Panchalpur. In
the Mahabharata (Adi Parva 128.73) and the Jain Harivanshapuran (35.120), Kampil is

mentioned by the name Makandi.

The Yajurveda (23, 18) along with the commentaries by Ubhat and Mahidhar, the
Mahabharata, Panini's Kashikavritti (4,2,121), Charaka Samhita (3,3), Bamaga Shringar
Shatak’s Bhavanimatamani commentary, and other Brahmanical texts, as well as the Buddhist
Mahavammagga Jataka (2-329), all mention this place. It is also discussed extensively in Jain
literature across many texts, such as Tiloyapannatti, Bhagwati Aradhana, Uvagagadgao, Adi
Purana, Uttar Purana, Padma Purana, Harivanshapurana, Pushpadant's Apabhramsa
Mahapurana, Trishtismriti Shastra, Hemacharya’s Trishashtishalakapurusha Charitra,
Vimalanay Purana, Pandavapurana, Harivaniya Vrihat Kathakosh, Prabhachandrika
Aradhanasatka Pravandha, Brahma Nemidatta’s Aradhanakaya Kosh, Vividha Tirthakalpa,

Dhaneshwar Surikrit Shatrunjaya Mahatmya, medieval Tirtha Malas, and others.

Kampilaji (Kampil)? has been a highly sacred Jain pilgrimage site since ancient times. It is no
exaggeration to say that, like many ancient cities in Uttar Pradesh such as Hastinapur,
Kaushanti, Kakandi, Shauripur, Ahichhatra, etc., the memory and existence of Kampil have
been preserved in many ways by devoted Jain pilgrims. Despite difficult conditions during the
medieval period, they continued to visit the site regularly to offer their worship and also took
care of the preservation and restoration of the local religious establishments. Today, Kampil
houses three Jain temples and two dharamshalas (rest houses). One of the temples is very
ancient and is believed to have been established originally in Vikram Samvat 549.3 The main
deity of this temple is a beautiful and miraculous black-colored stone idol of the thirteenth
Tirthankara, Vimalnath, who was born in Kampilnagar.* This idol is estimated to be from the

2 Jyotiprasad Jain, Uttar Pradesh aur Jain Dharma, Lucknow, 1976, p. 41.

8 Kamta Prasad Jain, Kampilakiti, Aliganj, 1952, p. 49. Balbhadra Jain, Bharat ke Digambar Jain Tirth, Bharatiya
Jnanpith, 1974, Vol. 1, p. 109.

4 Ibid. 108
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Gupta period or the original Jain temple era. It was discovered from the sands of the Ganges

river.

Many other Jain idols, dating from the 11th to the 19th century CE, have been consecrated in
these temples at different times.> Two footmark stone slabs established by some Digambara
Bhattarakas are also present in the ancient temple.® Numerous broken and intact Jain idols and
other artifacts have been found from the surrounding area and the riverbeds of the Ganges.
Every year, during the months of Chaitra and Ashwin, Jain fairs, head anointing ceremonies
(Mastakabhishek), chariot processions (Rathyatra), and water processions (Jalyatra) take place
here. The chariot festival of Chaitra in 1830 CE was especially significant. It appears that from
the modern era onwards, there has been a special interest in preserving and maintaining the
essence of this pilgrimage site.” The poet Sadanand from Bhaungar wrote a poetic eyewitness

account of the fair held in Vikram Samvat 1887.8

According to the Jain tradition, during the beginning of the era of Karma Bhumi or the civilized
age, the first Tirthankara, Adi Purusha Lord Shree Rishabhadeva, established various kingdoms
and regions. The Panchal country was one among them. He assigned its governance to one of
his hundred sons.® After attaining omniscience, the Tirthankara Rishabh also attained liberation
(Bihar) in this region,’® and his samavasarana (divine preaching assembly) was held at
Kampilya.

The story of the conquest (digvijaya) of his eldest son, Bharat Chakravarti, mentions Panchal.!
When Bharat Chakravarti’s younger brother Mahabahu Bhujval rejected his authority and took
monk initiation (muni diksha), the ruler of Panchal, another brother, also renounced the

kingdom and took Jain diksha.'?

In this very city of Kampilya, in the lineage of Lord Rishabh, the Ikshvaku dynasty king
Krittavarma’s queen Mahadevi Jayshyama gave birth to the 13th Tirthankara, Varaha-

lanchhana Lord Vimalnath, also known as Vimalvahan, on the auspicious day of Magha Shukla

> Kamta Prasad Jain, Kampilakirti, 50-51

® Kamta Prasad Jain, Jain Vivaran Patrika, District Farrukhabad, Aliganj, 1966, p. 13

" Kamta Prasad Jain, Kampilakirti, 52

8For instance:“Vimalnath Jinraj ke, Poojan ko dhari bhaav. Yatha paati chahundishi likhin, chitmen badho chaav.”
— Kampila Rath Yatra description, p. 15 (Kampilakiti, p. 52)

% Adipurana, Bharatiya Jnanpith edition, 16/151-156.

10 Ibid., 25/287; Harivansh Purana, Bharatiya Jnanpith edition, 3/37.

Y dadipurana, 29/40.

12 Harivansh Purana, 11/64.
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Chaturdashi.'® On the occasion of his birth, by the order of Devaraja Shakra, the Yaksha lord
and the lord of wealth, Kubera, adorned the city so magnificently that it appeared, in the words
of the great poet Pushpadanta, as if heaven itself had descended upon the earth. Other scholars
have also described the beauty and grandeur of ancient Kampilya.

There are interesting descriptions given.!* Jinaprabhaurina wrote that because in the city of Ira,
the Lord’s conception, birth, coronation, renunciation, and omniscience—the five auspicious
events (Panchkalyanak)—occurred, the city became known as the “Panchkalyanak Nagar”
(Panchalpur). Moreover, because the Lord had a boar emblem (Shukara-lanchhana), this place
became popularly known as Shukara Kshetra. The present-day village called Gora, located far
west of Kampil, is also known as Shukara Kshetra.'® It is possible that during Jinaprabha’s time
(14th century), the area around Kampil was called Shukara Kshetra due to the emblem of

Tirthankara Vimalnath.

B wifteqt fomar Sier sea s i | e fie Siefig veed eaieds || - fae@aoortd, ¥143¢ | (roughly translated: "In
Kampilapura, Vimalo was born to Jadava and Mahadevi Jayshyama, on the auspicious day of Magha Shukla
Chaturdashi."

— Tiloyapannatti, 4/538.)

-&PAST G I JeaaT-all 99 | FaH! HeTad SRIaraTse fogfdr.... fomersy-fomerare || e

- ST, Ao FTo o, o ]¢-3% | ("In the region of the city Kampilya, the king Purudeva's lineage: Krittavarma,
Mahadevi Jayshyama, famed for giving birth to Vimalaprabha-Vimalvahana."
— Uttar Purana, Bharatiya Jnanpith edition, pp. 98-99.)

- 37 wReaft Hiteaf, Teaaty freformg it | seemy T ag mfvr s, v fafeon s fafwer 1| @8 were afto fasr g it wews
| SHFHVIREE 3TETEe e GRS || SRgaTeaq s S qg it 76 =i i wiegg | a1 s ffdms fafs o wmag s fofes
|| 3fe Higaret SrreerE], TR o A W] | 31

- ST WRTIUT, W4i3-¥, Ao 0| ("Here in Kampillapuri, in the lineage of Purudeva, Vimalvayasuri was born. His
mother Jayshyama was of noble birth. The great qualities of this lord were praised by many. He was the
embodiment of virtues, and the one who destroyed all sins and bestows liberation..."
— Pushpadanti Mahapurana, 55/3-4, Bharatiya edition 204.)

- HEATLST IThISHT: FHIFIea | Faan ool sa=aavaer || forefiai sftear i ermmeshae: | v woit fagw o fomereme
Il - ey Brofsegfoeme, 2313-% | ("At Kampilapattana: Then Shakra was born as the son of King Krittavarma,
endowed with the wealth of the winter season. Seeing the liberated one emerging from meditation, the omniscient
one attained omniscience. I praise the established dharma and the perfected one, Vimalvahana." — Ashadhari

Triptismriti Shastra, 13/3-4.)
Y geg shitemmT fomrd owr gl | ST O e e || - e | - SR v wi e g e |

IR I G || - BRUvii gecshermshid | ("At that time, there existed the supreme city named Kampila, free
from faults, endowed with virtues, wealthy, and adorned with golden houses."— Vimalnath Purana" There is also

a region called Panchachala, where stands the city known as Kampilnagar, comparable to the city of gods." —
Haripeniya Vrihat Kathakop

15 i wrersit e STt - FERaT e eToOeTeRa I GorheetToTe STATE | el el TCR et TVATHRR &6 | el 4 R Wil Gai- Tefvrvl ugss
Famfemr e aew 7 gertaw wfateye 1| ("There the Lord was born, crowned, initiated, and attained omniscience—the five

auspicious events (Panchkalyanak) took place. This is the reason why the place is traditionally called
Panchkalyanak. The divine glory and famous deeds of the Lord are narrated there.")
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Babu Kamta Prasad identified many other notable places in the Kampil region—such as
Gankisha, Aphrit (Aghat), Kapitvak (Kanthiya), Pippalgram (Pipraiy), Patiri (Patiyali),

Kanyakubj (Kannauj), and others—by matching them to current locations.*®

Acharya Hemchandra narrated a fascinating story about the miraculous justice of the virtuous
mother of Tirthankara VVimalnath. The reason behind this is said to be the pure intellect of the

unborn child, and this is why he was named ‘Vimal’ (pure).’

After describing the Lord’s birth festival, childhood pastimes, marriage, and coronation, the
Puranic writers say that after long enjoying the comforts of home and royal grandeur, on the
fourth day of the bright half of Magha month, the Lord took the great renunciation. He took
initiation in the nearby forest of Sahetuk and engaged in penance. In that forest, on the tenth
day of the bright half of Pausha month, he destroyed four passions (adhos) and attained

omniscience, becoming the Tirthankara of supreme enlightenment.8

The place of his penance and attainment of omniscience is identified with Sankisha’s Aghat or
Aghatiya hill.° In 1927 CE, from this hill were discovered ancient and auspicious statues
symbolizing the samavasarana of Lord Vimalnath?®, along with several other artifacts, which

are now preserved in the State Museum, Lucknow.

By continuously showering the nectar of religion for the welfare of the world, Lord Vimalnath
ultimately attained Nirvana from Sammeda Hill. The city of Kampilya was sanctified by the
birth, worldly reign, and the divine sound emanating from Lord Vimalvahan, the Tirthankara
with the boar emblem. Other Tirthankaras, especially Lord Parshvanath and Lord Mahavir,

also visited Kampilya’s samavasarana and traveled extensively throughout the Panchal region.

The 20th Tirthankara, Munisuvratanath’s pilgrimage site was in Kampilya city, where King

Singhadhwaj’s devoted wife, the jewel among women, Vapura, gave birth to the devoted son

18 Kamta Prasad, ibid., p. 55; Vividha Tirthakalpa, p. 50; Kampillapuri Kalpa.

1 Trishashtishalakapurusha Charitra, section on Vimalnath Charitra.

18 Tiloyapannatti, 4/656; Uttar Purana, Mahapurana, etc.

B Tiloyapannatti, 4/690; Uttar Purana, Mahapurana, etc.

20 Jyotiprasad Jain, Uttar Pradesh aur Jain Dharma, p. 47 (Sankisa); Kamta Prasad Jain, Kampilakirti, pp. 29-30.
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Haripena Chakravarti. He conquered many directions and adorned the city with numerous

magnificent Jain temples.?

During the Mahabharata era, Kampilya was the kingdom of Maharaj Drupad, the lord of
Panchaleshwar. Here, his daughter, Queen Draupadi, was born, and her famous swayamvara
took place.?? According to tradition, the last Chakravarti, Brahmadatta, also had his capital in
Kampilya.?® Kund Koliy, a righteous and virtuous merchant of Kampilya, who was the owner
of eleven crore gold coins and a vast cowherd, was one of the ten foremost and ideal

householder devotees of Lord Mahavir.?

Jain narrative texts mention many other notable individuals connected to the city of Kampilya.
In this city, there was a merchant named Pinyakagandha, who owned wealth worth thirty-two
crore units. He was extremely greedy and attached to possessions, which ultimately led him to
ruin. At that time, King Ratnaprabha ruled here, and the chief lay devotee (Rajayishti) Jindatta
was a generous and virtuous follower of the faith. He built a beautiful Jain temple near the
nearby village of Pippalgram (present-day Pipargao) on the banks of a lake constructed by King
Ratnaprabha.

2L srfirert e Tt 2R | SRT 3 T, S TR || W e avoff wat frt ey | 8 gereeer RigT qeRi |l - TR, J018¢6-
2¢w | ("Having fallen in Kampilya city, he was named Haripena by Vapura. Known as Chakrankiteshata, he

conquered the entire earth by building Jain temples everywhere. He attained the feet of the Siddhas of the
pilgrimage of Suvrata." — Padma Purana, 20.186-187.)
- ARt e weld: | S fosgaTe sHramme wihd: || TEcHeThIeT (33), T ITR, Jo y¢; HETR, W 3, Jo 384; TG0

313-; TSR, STRreATeRamahreT, 311 | ("The jeweled and golden Jain temples and Jain houses everywhere were

constructed by the pure-souled Haripena through devotion." — Vrihat Kathakosh (33); also Uttar Purana, p. 248;
Mahapurana, Vol. 2, p. 365; Harivansh Purana, 3.3-7; Aradhanasatka Kathapravandha, Aradhanakaya Kosh,
etc.)

2222 hTeaeTa eRreel T guaTEH: | ot gt ded SIval aaT qEl: || - T, WRULRE, T. ¥ R0 | - FRl: Fesieatnicard: GO e S
Hftaearat TeEe || - Prefrefoume, 23100 | - wrar arfamiza arhetmd foer: | sfogaRteta feeat e safasm: || guelsemear qu ae st =
| JEEFTEE: TAT: Teh GERHY: |- SNEgo ¥ul8R0-838, S0 UXE-UXY | - TEHIT WETIRA (2123¢103) - ATHRIT Y TSR SHIETIam|
Hisearewg aen: Fiftaeass quad || ("In Kampilya, the ruler of the city was King Drupada, whose daughter was
Draupadi, born of the steadfast queen."— Uttar Purana, 72.198, p. 420. "With their armies ready, they emerged
through tunnels for Draupadi’s swayamvara in Kampilya." — Trishashtismriti Shastra, 22.70. "Due to the path
attained, the world had the divine city of Makandi. Gods guarded it with divine vigilance. Drupada was the king
then, beloved for his prosperity. Sons like Dhrishtadyumna were each endowed with divine vision." — Harivansh
Purana, 45.120-121, 546-547. Comparable (Tulniya)Mahabharata (1.128.73) — "Makandi was a populous
kingdom on the banks of the Ganges, now in ruins, a city famed yet desolate Kampilya.")

23 In Kampilya city, King Brahmaratha, Queen Ramiliya, and their son Brahmadatta were notable figures.
— Aradhanasatka Kathapravandha, p. 38, 135; Mahapurana, Vol. 3, p. 184.
% Uvasagadasao (Upasakadashanga), Chapter 6.
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Pinyakagandha’s son, Vishnudatta, was skilled in arts and sciences and invented a mirror that
showed the viewer two faces.?® During the reign of King Narasimha in this city, the prosperous
Rajayishti Kuberadatta had trade extending to islands via waterways. He also used his wealth
effectively for religious purposes. His wife, Sethani Priyangusundari, was known for her
beauty, youth, and grace. The minister’s son, the womanizer Kadaraping, became infatuated
with her, and his father, the minister Sumati, conspired with him. However, their schemes
failed, and they were punished by the king.?® A prince named Bhima from Kampilya became a
cannibalistic man-eater, due to which he was deposed, exiled from his homeland, and fell into

misfortune.?’

Acharya Jinprabhasurina visited Kampilya in the early 14th century CE. Besides describing
the place as it was then, he also mentioned some ancient traditions related to it: how the king
Sanjaya of Kampilya received teachings from the ascetic Gardabhilla in the Kesar Garden of
the city; how the prince Gagali, a Gautama follower, was initiated into Jainism and attained
spiritual welfare as a monk; and how the Jain scholar king Gharmaruci defeated the ruler of
Kashi in a scriptural debate.?® According to Dhaneshwar Suri, during the time of Maharaj
Vikramaditya, a wealthy Jain merchant named Bhavad was the chief of a fort in Kampilya. He
was a great businessman with trade extending both by land and water to foreign lands. Once,
he became completely impoverished but later regained his wealth and became a royal dignitary
again. Seth Bhavad built many Jain temples and is credited with the restoration of the

Shatrunjaya Tirtha pilgrimage site.?°

In 1584 CE, Yati Jayvijay visited Kampil and wrote:

25ﬁwﬁ1ﬁﬁuwﬁmdwﬁzy%ﬁm | TreTeh Eorelt O fooummiet g || et STRIEHT, £ 3% o; - FIFIeaTra= (Yo TH- 379 TS T TR
| FRTERER TreTTe} SEHTe, oI SETeHT efer=reaaTeT: | sR-fRre et wofidr fSmmied | Secremerie, To Ru4-34E; STRTEAT- TesheTyere,
Jo ¥, 20 €%-wo | ("For the purpose of this text, the great calamity was purified at Kampilla; the hell of the screaming
was settled there."
— Bhagavati Aradhana, 1240. Near Kampilya city, at Pippalgram, and the land ruled by King Ratnaprabha, there
was a beautiful and vast lake extending far and wide, admired by all with disciplined minds. A Jain temple was
established there by the worship of the Jina. — Brihat Kathakosh, pp. 255-256; Aradhanasatkathapravandha, No.
47, pp. 69-70.

% Ibid., No. 31, p. 52; Brihat Kathakosh, No. 82, p. 203.

21 mroreHETE! HiUeaeal dad HIHI, oSt Wl UIgl Hal 7 Y=ol &l O |-WiTad! STRIEHT, & 34l; STRTEHTHERATISY Fo Ly, o 9];
FEHATRIT, To 334, Jo ¢ | ("Among the men assembled at Kampilla, the terrible Bhimovi was known; a warrior,

prideful, he went to hell after death." — Bhagavati Aradhana, 1357; Aradhanasatkathapravandha, No. 55, p. 79;
Brihat Kathakosh, No. 115, p. 287.)

38 Vividha Tirthakalpa, Sidhigranth Ma, p. 50.
2 See Dhaneshwar Surikrit Shatrunjaya Mahatmya, 10.

234


https://integralresearch.in/

Integral Research (Peer-reviewed, Open Access & Indexed Multidisciplinary Journal) ISSN: 3048-5991

Journal home page: https://integralresearch.in/, Vol. 02, No. 01, January. 2025

"Patiyari city Kampila, the birthplace of Vimal, revered;
The lineage of Chulni preserved, Brahmadatta’s abode;
Kesar Dhanraj born, disciple of Gardabhilla the teacher;

By the river Ganges' sacred bank dwelled Draupadi’s family."™°

In 1607 CE, Vijay Sagar Ji visited Kampil and wrote:

"The ancient city Kampil is adorned, worship the abode of Vimal;
Revere the sandals of Vimal, honor the incarnation of Vimal."3!

We have previously mentioned the poet Sadanand’s 'Description of the Kampil Chariot

Procession’ (1830 CE). Thus, the sacred pilgrimage site of Kampila (Kampilya) is abundantly

referenced in Jain literature.

30 i gt shitrett fermet T s, <eroft ey SwTioTaiT Sieter Te || shEr e Esfell Tafs e T aTi | TTTqestd Serg gudt diet
lV
81 Shitre Qe HevTt ST formet fergm X fermret urgeht sfetarg 1o former Sraramet |l
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